
BIG MAIL ORDER SCAMS EXPLAINED 
 

 

 

 No matter how hard anyone tries, mail order scams existed in the past, they exist now and 

they will continue to exist into the future.  One of the main reasons they continue to live on and 

on is because new people are entering the market all the time.  These new people have no 

knowledge of previous scams and fall prey to the same ones others have experienced before. 

 The purpose of this report is to share with new people the old scams they may not realize 

exist.  This is my effort in combating crime! 

 

Too Good To Be True 

 

 Every person (almost) on the planet Earth has received a prize claim notice informing 

him or her that they have won a major prize.  All they have to do is pay shipping and handling.  

However, NO FEE is every required for LEGITIMATE prizes you have won.  If you ever are 

asked to pay for a prize (even shipping and handling), you'd better toss it away as quickly as 

possible. 

 One friend of mine was scammed this way.  A company claimed he had won a genuine 

oil painting.  The picture showing this magnificent piece of art was on the claim form.  It cost 

$7.95 postage and handling to receive.  My friend sent in the money and anxiously awaited his 

prize. 

 Unfortunately, all he received was a piece of junk.  The oil painting looked like 

something a kid could paint and it only measured 10" x 12" (hardly the size pictured on the claim 

form). 

 Additionally, the company said the frame this oil painting was in had a value of $35.  

But in actuality, it had a value of $1. 

 

Free Boat and Motor 

 

 Following along the same lines as the scenario above, another friend of mine received 

notice that he had won a boat and motor.  The shipping and handling charge was only $39.95. 

 But when the boat arrived, it was a "blow-up" kind with plastic paddles that were in two 

separate pieces.  The motor was also plastic but it made a buzzing noise before being tossed in 

the trash! 

 

Legitimate Scams 

 

 Another type of scam is what I call a "legitimate scam."  This type of scam does not lie 

in its advertising.  In fact, the honest truth is told.  However, the customer is led to believe 

something different.  Let me give you an example: 

 An advertisement run in a popular women's magazine made the following claim for their 

Automatic Clothes Dryer: 

 

 *  Cuts down on Laundromat fees. 

 *  Folds up and fits in a suitcase. 



 *  Only $19.95. 

 

 When my friend ordered this product what she received was a clothes line with clothes 

pins! 

 As you can see, the company's advertising doesn't lie.  A clothes line will cut down on 

Laundromat fees and it will fold up and fit into a suitcase.  The "automatic" part refers to  

mother nature drying the clothes naturally. 

 

Legitimate Scams About Response Rates 

 

 Another scam that con artists use legitimately is the one in which they claim they 

received a 90% response from a certain letter or mailing they did.  In actuality, they DID in fact 

receive a 90% response from the mailing they did.  The only thing they don't tell you is that the 

response was "junk mail" -- NOT orders like you are led to believe. 

 Regardless of the stage you are at in mail order, if you responded to only one classified 

ad in the back of a national publication, or ordered any product in the mail, your name is on a 

mailing list somewhere and is being sold to other mailing list brokers.  I've tested the theory 

personally many times over and over.  The first thing a newcomer gets hit with in mail order is 

"junk mail."  Some people think this is really what mail order is all about and run away (I don't 

blame them).  But once you get through the muck, you will find there are a lot of good people 

out here! 


